NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

1. Lyonpo Jigmi. Y. Thinley
H.E. Lyonpo Jigmi Y. Thinley is the President of the Council of the

Centre for Bhutan Studies. He is presently the Prime Minister of Bhutan
as well as the Minister for Home and Cultural Affairs.

2. Roberto Vitali

Roberto Vitali is based in Kathmandu and Dharamsala. His area of
interest is Tibet particularly West Tibet. He has written many books and
articles including the well-known ‘“The Kingdom of Guge Puhrang’.

3. Sangay Dorji

Sangay Dorji is the Secretary of Dzongkha Development Authority.
He studied at Bumthang Tengtho Goenpa and at Simtokha Rigshung
Institute. He started his career as a teacher at Simtokha and then worked
as a clerk in His Majesty’s office. Later, he was appointed as the Secretary
of the National Assembly. He authored many books of literary and
historical interest which includes a biography on Zhabdrung Ngawang
Namgyal.

4. Ugyen Pelgen

Ugyen Pelgen is a lecturer of History at Sherubtse College. He got
his Master’s Degree in History from Aligarh Muslim University. His area
of interest is mainly Bon and rituals/festivals in Bhutan.

5. John A. Ardussi

John Ardussi is a member of the research team of the Centre for
National Scientific Research, Paris. He obtained his doctoral degree from
the Australian National University, and wrote his doctorate thesis on The
History of Bhutan Before 1763. He also many articles on Bhutan, is
presently compiling an annotated translation of the biography of the 4t
Druk Desi Gyalse Tenzin Rabgye (1638-96)

6. Francoise Pommaret

Francoise Pommaret , PhD, is an ethno-historian, reasearch fellow at
the CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research, Ministry of Research
and Higher Education), Paris and lecturer at the National Institute of
Oriental and African Studies (INALCO), Paris. Since 2002, she is the
Director of the CNRS research team on "Languages and Cultures of the
Tibetan area". She has been associated with Bhutan in different capacities
since 1981, and has published numerous articles.
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7. Rom olo Gandolfo

Romolo Gandolfo graduated in Political Science from the University
of Milan in 1982 with a thesis on the first 20 years of economic
modernization in Bhutan. He holds an M.A. in International Relations
and a M. Phil in History, both from Yale University. Since 1991 he lives in
Athens, Greece, where he works both as a history lecturer and as a full
time journalist. From 1993 till 2000 he was editor in chief of the English-
language daily newspaper Athens News.

8. Alexander C. McKAY

Alex Mckay did his PhD on South Asian History from the School of
Oriental and African Studies in 1995. He is currently working in the
Wellcome Trust Centre for the study of the History of Medicine at
University College London. Dr. Alexander was also awarded a number
of scholarships for his excellent works. In 2000, he was appointed to the
academic board of Brill Tibetan Library. He was a reader for Curzon
Press and Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. He has authored a number
of books and articles mainly on Asian Studies.

9. Adam Pain

Adam Pain works as a Rural Livelihoods Adviser to the Afghan
Research and Evaluation Unit in Kabul, Afghanistan. He did his Ph.D
from the University of East Anglia. Dr. Adam worked as a National
Research System, Planning Consultant and as a Senior Research Adviser
to the Ministry of Agriculture in Bhutan in 1995.

10. Phuntsok Tashi

Phuntshok Tashi works at the National Museum of Bhutan in Paro.
He got his B.A in Sanskrit, Tibetan Literature and English from Sanskrit
University in Benaras, and his MA in Buddhist Philosophy from
Buddhist University, Sarnath in Varanasi. His special fields of interest are
poetry, philosophy, environmental philosophy, astrology and history. He
is a member of the Academic Board for Institute for Language and
Cultural Studies, Book Review for Education, and member of the Board
for Promotion of Dzongkha Language.

11. Lungtaen Gyatso

Lungtaen Gyatsho is the Principal of Institute of Language and
Cultural Studies, Semtokha. He got his Master’s Degree in Buddhist
Philosophy and in Sanskrit Literature. Mr. Lungtaen is a member of the
drafting commission for the National Constitution of Bhutan. He is a
visiting lecturer in Sanskrit Department of Delhi University. He is the
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Chairman of the Dzongkha Expert Committee and also a member of the
Dzongkha Dictionary Editing Committee.

12. George van Driem

George van Driem is completing a genetic survey of three
endangered native languages of Bhutan, viz. Black Mountain, Lhokpu
and Gongduk. Besides supervising the research of post graduate and post
doctoral scholars, he teaches linguistics to under graduate and post
graduate students and gives courses on individual Tibeto-Burman
languages and Nepali. He obtained his Master’s Degree in general
linguistics and a Master’s Degree in Slavonic linguistics. He completed
his doctorate at Leiden University. He wrote a book on the national
language of Bhutan, The Grammer of Dzongkha which was published by
the Royal Government of Bhutan in 1992.

13. Akiko Ueda

Dr. Akiko Ueda is an Economics Researcher at the Japanese
Embassy in New Delhi, India. She is also involved in making Japan’s
Country Assistance Programme towards India. She got her Ph.D and M.
Sc. in Development Studies from the School of Oriental and African
Studies in UK. Her publications include Multiple Discourses on
Modernization, Culture and Tradition: From the Perspectives of Young
People in Bhutan.

14. Samten G. Karmay

Samten G. Karmay was born in Amdo, north-eastern Tibet. He
attended Bonpo monasteries first and then studied in Drepung, a
Buddhist monastery in Central Tibet. In 1959, he left Tibet for India
where he began to print Tibetan texts. In 1961, he took up a research post
at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London University from
where he obtained his M.Phil and Ph.D degrees. In 1980, he entered the
National Centre of Scientific Research (CNRS), Paris where he occupies
the post of Director of Research in history and anthropology. In 1996, he
was elected president of the International Association of Tibetan Studies
(IATS). He published a number of books including The Great Perfection, .
Brill, 1989; Secret Visions of the Fifth Dalai Lama, London Serindia, 1989,
and about sixty articles on Tibetan religion, history and ethnology.

15. Richard Whitecross

Richard Whitecross is a lecturer of South Asian Studies and Tutor
for Social Anthropology, Social and Political Theory at the University of
Edinburgh. He has Masters Degrees in History and Social Anthropology,



Notes on Contributors 611

and has also done his LL.B and LL.M. He is the recipient of the Radcliffe
Brown/Sutasoma award at the Royal Anthropological Institute, and the
ESRC Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of Edinburgh. His
doctoral thesis was The Zhabdrung’s Legacy: State Transformation, Law and
Social Values in Contemporary Bhutan. His paper is an important
documentation of public perceptions of the legal system in Bhutan.

16. Lungten Dubgyur

Lungten Dubgyur is the Drangpon (Judge) at the Chhukha
Dzongkhag Court. He graduated from Sherubtse College and went to
Bombay Law College for his LL.B. Thereafter, he was awarded
scholarship to do his LL.M at Edinburgh Law School. He was the Project
Director of Research and Training Division of High Court. He was
involved in the drafting and translation of the Civil and Criminal
Procedure Code, 2001 and of Taxation Laws. He is a member of the
Constitution Drafting Committee. Lungten Dubgyur has written articles
and a book related to Bhutanese legal issues.

17. Theirry Mathou

A specialist of the Himalayan region, Thierry MATHOU is an
Associated Political Scientist with the National Centre for Scientific
Research (C.N.R.S.) in Paris. He is also a career diplomat currently posted
in Beijing, China. He is a close observer of Bhutan's polity and diplomacy
on which he wrote several papers in English and French and a book.

18. Tashi Wangyal

Tashi Wangyal is a Planning Officer in the Ministry of Finance in
Thimphu. He did his M. Phil in International Relations from the
University of Cambridge, UK. In 1998, he passed out from Trent
University, Ontario in Canada with a BA (Hons) in Economics and
Political Studies.

19. Prabhat K. Pankaj

Prabhat K. Pankaj obtained his Masters and Ph.D. in Economics
from India. He has been teaching Economics at Sherubtse College for the
last six years. Dr. Pankaj has two books and more than 30 papers
published. He has also completed several projects funded by national
and international agencies, including UNDP, G77, ESCAP, UNFPA and
Planning Commission. Dr. Pankaj has developed his expertise in applied
microeconomics, environmental economics, WTO and issues related to
trade and environment. His work on Bhutanese economy covers an
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analysis of inflation, Bhutan’s option for linking trade with environment
in the context of WTO and empirical analysis of poverty.

20. Elizabeth Allison

Elizabeth Allison is a Full Bright Scholar at Yale University. She is a
Master’s Degree candidate at the School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies and at Divinity School. Her areas of study include environmental
writing, social ecology, conservation and ecological theology. She was a
Recipient of Tropical Resources Institute and Jubitz Family Endowment
summer research fellowships to examine the role of religion in
environmental conservation in Bhutan. Her professional experiences
include Experience Corps National Project Director (1998-2000),
Americorps  Coordinator  (1996-1998),  Americorps Programme
Development  Specialist ~ (1995-1996) and  Americorps  Site
Coordinator/Crew Supervisor (1992-1995).

21. Karma Phuntsho

Karma Phuntsho received Khenpo training in Ngagyur Nyingma
Institute in Mysore and has a M.St. and D.Phil. from Oxford University.
He is currently a research fellow at the University of Cambridge and
CNRS, Paris.

22. Rieki Crins

Rieki Crins is a Cultural Anthropologist, currently doing her PhD at
the Tilburg University in Netherlands, on religion, social relations and
sustainability in Bhutan. Mrs. Henrica came to Bhutan in 1990 and
worked in close collaboration with the Bhutanese counterparts for six
months for an interdisciplinary research on social organization.
Thereafter, she also came to Bhutan as a tour manager and as a
consultant for the Dutch N. G. O (Eco-operation) regarding economic and
social conditions in Bhutan. She has also published a number of articles
on Bhutan.

23. Tandin Dorji

Tandin Dorji was previously a lecturer of History at Sherubtse
College. He is presently doing his Ph.D at Université de Paris in France.
He got his Master’s Degree in Anthropology from the Université de
Provence Aix Marseille 1 in France. His research interests are Bhutanese
History, and Festivals and Rituals of Local Deities. Mr. Tandin has co-
authored a number of books and articles.



