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The Vajrayāna Tradition in Mongolia: An Opening 
Address 

by Khamba Lam Gabju 

First of all, I am extremely happy to have come to the Kingdom of Bhutan, the 
land where the Vajrayāna tradition spread in its full pattern, for attending the 
international conference on “Tradition and Innovation in the Vajrayāna 
Buddhism” organized by the Central Monastic Body and the Centre for Bhutan 
Studies and GNH. On behalf of the monastic community of Gandan 
Tegchenling Monastery, the Centre of Mongolian Buddhists, Mongolian 
Buddhist devotees and myself, I solemnly congratulate the organizing 
committee of this international conference for their initiative and 
implementation that has brought everything this far. I wish you the best of 
luck in your further endeavours with putting my folded hands. Also, I wish to 
thank everyone who is making this conference important with his/her 
presence. 

By the way, here I wish to emphasize that Mongolia and the Kingdom of 
Bhutan have established the diplomatic tie in 2012. 

Please let me deliver you my very brief presentation.  

According to the Shakyamuni Buddha’s prophecy that “My Dharma will spread 
north to the further north”, Buddhism was introduced to the territories of the 
Mongols via the Silk Road 2,000 years ago. Certain archaeological evidences 
like a stupa of Kherlen Bars City, an ancient city, and Buddha images, with 
Sanskrit scripts, of the Gandhara Style have been found. We divide the 
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introduction of Buddhism into three periods; the ancient, the middle and the 
latter. 

The ancient spread of Buddhism was based on the Sutric Tradition. But the 
middle spread going back to the 13th century consisted of both the sutric and 
tantric traditions. Chinggis Khan’s direct successors invited many highly-
qualified Buddhist masters of Sakya and Kagyupa traditions from the Land of 
Snow Mountain to the Great Mongolian State for spreading the Buddha-
Dharma. Some of them were enthroned as state tutors by Mongolian kings. 
From this period, Mongolian scholars supported by Dharma kings began 
translating sutric and tantric texts such as “Saddharma Pundarika Sūtra”, 
“Bodhicharya-Avtara”, “Manzusri Nama Samgiti”, “Pancha Raksha” and so on 
into their own languages.  

The latter spread goes back to the 16th century. When the Gelugpa Tradition 
began to spread in Mongolia, the educational system of the Nalanda University 
was introduced to Mongolia in its full pattern. The founder of the latter spread 
and the introduction of the five minor and five major subjects of Buddhism is 
the spiritual head of Buddhism in Mongolia is His Holiness Jnanavajra, the first 
incarnation of the Jetsuntampa lineage of Mongolia. Also, there were many 
highly recognized Mongolian monks like Ngawang Balten Dorje, Khalkh 
Tamshig Dorje and so on whose works on the tantric tradition have been 
studied as one of the most comprehensive and important texts in other 
countries. The uniqueness of the latter spread is Buddhism, which was adopted 
by the whole nation for the time being. Therefore, Mongolia was a 100% 
Buddhist country at the earliest of the 20th century. 

Due to the communist purge in the 1930s, this profound Buddhist system 
developed and inherited century-to-century almost entirely disappeared. 
17,000 highly educated Buddhist monks, tulkus were brutally executed and 
approximately 1,500 monasteries and temples were completely destroyed 
together with their tangible and intangible heritage. Fortunately, the current 
monastery – Gandan Tegchenling – was reopened due to certain reasons and 
began its religious functions under a strict supervision of the communist 
regime. It became the only Buddhist temple running religious functions in 
Mongolia.  

And after the dramatic democratic change in politics in 1990, the fact that the 
religious freedom was granted by the national constitution of Mongolia 
became the very foundation of reviving Buddhism. In order to revive the long-
lost Buddhist education system, we have been giving a significant attention to 
training hundreds of young monks in and outside Mongolia particularly in 
India. Although the religious freedom was obtained, there are many foreign 
various religious sects targeting Mongolia in the name of human rights. It is 
because there was a gap in the national security policy of nations which 
transited from the former communist system to the new democratic system. 
My wish is that traditionally Buddhist Asian countries chosing the democratic 
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system must pay serious attention to their own tradition and religion that 
strengthen their national identities. 

We Mongolian Buddhists have been doing many things in order to plant 
Buddhism as the national immunity in the mind of people. At the same time, 
we have been paying significant attention to certain circles of human lifespan, 
giving a name to a newborn baby, cutting hair of children, moving into a new 
house, wedding and funeral ceremonies. Paying attention to these is very 
helpful to direct social relations and people’s psychology to Buddhism. 

There are many similarities between Mongolia and the Kingdom of Bhutan. 
For example, each of us has a small population and Buddhism is very 
influential in both. Also, there are many similar challenges; how to combine 
the democracy and tradition in the new millennium, how to inherit this policy 
to the later generations, how to decide religious issues independently, how to 
estimate an outsider’s interference and how to react in response. Therefore, in 
my opinion, there is a crucial need for us to learn from each other and to work 
together on many issues in the future. As Buddhist practitioners, we could 
send our monks to the Kingdom of Bhutan on exchange programs for learning 
from the experience of Buddhist institutions. We know that the Kingdom of 
Bhutan is one of the very few countries where the Vajrayāna Tradition has not 
been broken since its establishment. 

Therefore, I, as the abbot of Gandan Tegchenling Monastery and the head lama 
of the Centre of Mongolian Buddhists, accompanied by Dr. Bataa, the advisor 
to the President of Mongolia, am attending this conference by giving very 
much significance. I wish our participation would open the door to bilateral 
ties on religious and cultural collaborations of the two countries. 

Finally, I thank the Kingdom of Bhutan for your warm hospitality. I feel the 
Gross National Happiness that has been, century-to-century, built based on the 
genuine Buddhist values and I admire your eco-friendly attitude – the right 
understanding of interdependence - that is bringing you to the international 
recognition! 

Thank you for your kind attention! 

May Bodhicitta, precious and sublime, 
Arise where it has not yet come to be, 
And where it has arisen may it never fail, 
But grow and flourish even more. 
 


