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Objective of This Volume

Buddhism was formally introduced into Tibet at the beginning of the 7*
century, specifically, during the reign of King Songtsen Gampo (Srong bsan
sgam po, 581/618-649), and became state religion in Tibet during the reign
of Trisong Detsen (Khri srong lde brtsan, 742-797). Thereafter, from its
cradle, this religion spread to its surrounding regions such as in present-day
Mongolia, China, Bhutan, Sikkim and other Tibetan cultural areas.

Among the four prominent Tibetan Buddhist schools, the Kagyii (Bka’
brgyud) school produced the most numbers of sub-schools such as Karma
Kagyti (Karma bka’ brgyud), Drikung Kagyti (‘Bri gung bka’ brgyud) and
Drukpa Kagyti (‘Brug pa bka’ brgyud). The latter spread in surrounding

regions and became a state religion in Bhutan.

The founder of the Drukpa Kagyii school is Tsangpa Gyare (Gtsang pa
rgya ras Ye shes rdo rje, 1161-1211). Modern scholars such as Martin (1979),
Miller (2005, 2006) and Kumagai (2020) have introduced and studied
this figure in several academic papers.! However, the absence of a critical
edition collating the various known early biographies and collected works

of Tsangpa Gyare has delayed a full-scale study of this figure.

The co-authors of this volume, therefore, have endavoured to collect
his different biographies and collected works. There are seven versions of
the biography of Tsangpa Gyare, composed by different people offering
different episodes and dates of events. Three of them were composed by
Tsangpa Gyare’s direct disciples. In our comprehensive publication plan of
his works and biographies, this volume aims to offer

1. introductive information about Tsangpa Gyare; and

2. three oldest biographies of Tsangpa Gyare composed by his direct
disciples: Dremowa Sangyebum (Sangs rgyas bum "Bras mo jo btsun,
birth: 12 cen.), Martdn (Mar ston, birth: 12% cen.), and Lorepa (Lo
ras pa Dbang phyug brtson ‘grus, 1187-1250).

We plan to publish his later biographies and all collected works in the

forthcoming volumes in the near future.

1

See Kumagai (2020) for a detailed background of the scholarly literature on
Tsangpa Gyare.
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1. Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

1-1. Root of the Drukpa Kagyt School

Buddhism was formally introduced into Tibet during the reign of King
Songtsen Gampo (Srong btsan sgam po, 581/618-649), who established the
Tibetan Empire (Tufan dynasty). During the reign of Trisong Detsen (Khri
srong lde brtsan, 742-797), Indian Buddhist master Santaraksita (ca. 725-
788) and esoteric Buddhist master Padmasambhava (8™ cen.) respectively
transmitted Satrayana Buddhism and Vajrayana Buddhism to Tibet.

Buddhism is said to have pigEys
spread into surrounding regions
of the Tibetan Empire in almost [
the same period (or a little later).
Several temples are said to have
been built in the current place of
Bhutan in the 7" and 8" centuries,
such as Kyichu Temple (Skyer chu
lha khang) established by King
Songtsen Gampo and Paro Taktsang
(Spa gro stag tshang) attributed to
Padmasambhava. Bhutan is located geographically near the Central Tibet
and so, Buddhism was introduced much before the foundation of a unified

Kichu Temple

nation.

After collapse of the Tibetan Empire in the 9™ century, Buddhism lost
critical state patronage and declined in the Central Tibet, and Buddhist
monks scattered from there. In the 11" century, Buddhism gradually
recovered from Eastern Tibet such as Guge Kingdom, which invited Atisa
(Dipankara Srijhana, 982-1054) from the Vikramasila Monastery located
in present-day Bihar. His disciple Dromton (‘Brom ston pa rgyal bai ‘byung
gnas, 1005-1064) founded the Kadam School (Bka’ gdams pa). The Sakya
school (8 skya pa) and the Kagyii school (Bka’ brgyud pa) were also founded
in the 11 century. New Tibetan Buddhist schools were thus founded in the
11" century. Both Sakya and Kagyii schools politically played important
roles in Tibet: the former was given a political power by the Mongolian
government of the Yuan Dynasty in the 13" century; the Pakdru Kagyii
(Phag dru bka’ brgyud), a sub-school of the latter, enjoyed state power in the
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14™ century.

The Pakdru Kagyii produced many sub-schools such as the Drikung
Kagyti ('Bri gung bka’ brgyud) and the Lingre Kagyti (Gling ras bka’ brgyud).
The latter produced the Drukpa Kagyti school (‘Brug pa bka’ brgyud).

The propagation of Buddhism in Bhutan began from the 12 or 13*
century; many schools such as Kagyii (Bka’ brgyud), Sakya (Sa skya), and
Nyingma (Rnying ma) started to send missionaries to Bhutan. In 1616,
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal (Zhabs drung Ngag dbang rnam rgyal, 1594-
1651), the 17" abbot of the Drukpa Kagyii school,” moved from the head
monastery Ralung (Ra lung) to Western Bhutan in order to avoid a conflict
over the confirmation of the reincarnation of Pema Karpo (Kun mkhyen
Padma dkar po, 1527-1592) with another candidate Paksam Wangpo (Dpag
bsam dbang po, 1593-1641). He unified the lands of current Bhutan and
established a nation called Druk Yul (‘Brug yul), meaning “the country
governed by the Drukpa Kagyii school,” which is called Bhutan or Bhootan
by Westerners.> The Bhutanese Drukpa Kagyii is called “Southern Drukpa
Kagyii school” (Lho ‘brug), gaining significance as a state Buddhist school
in Bhutan.

On the other hand, the Drukpa Kagyii school in Tibet came to be called
“Tibetan Drukpa Kagyti school” (Bod ‘brug) or “Northern Drukpa Kagyii
school” (Byang "brug), which has been succeeded by the lineage of Gyalwang
Drukpa (Rgyal dbang *brug pa), the reincarnation of Tsangpa Gyare. The
sub-school has been influential in Ladakh. Especially, the 12* Gyalwang
Drukpa, Jigme Pema Wangchen (Jigs med Padma dbang chen, 1963-) has
applied Buddhist philosophical principles to resolve current problems
arising from abusive treatment of our environment, culture education, and
so on.

Thus, the Drukpa Kagyii school has had a strong influence in Tibet and
the Southern Himalayas. But who exactly is its founder Tsangpa Gyare
(Gtsang pa rgya ras Ye shes rdo rje, 1161-1211)? We map him in the spiritual
history of Kagyii school in the following sections.

? Aswill be explained later, the way to count the number of head abbots belonging

to the Drukpa Kagyii school differs according to different researchers. This
volume uses that of Imaeda (2011: 206-208), who provides a detailed family
tree of the Gya (Rgya) clan.

Regarding the name of Bhutan, see Aris (1979: xxiv-xxv).

2



Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

1-2. Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare

We first examine the history of spiritual lives of Tsangpa Gyare. In Tibetan
and Himalayan Buddhist tradition, eminent lama lineages are regarded
to be reincarnation of highly realised monks. Who, then, were regarded
Tsangpa Gyare’s pre-incarnations? Here we examine different traditions of
his pre-incarnations.

Lineage of the Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare as Found in His
Biography Composed by Martén

Martén, in his biography of Tsangpa Gyare, insists that Tsangpa Gyare was
the fourth reincarnation in this world (Jambuduvipa).* The lineage is as
follows:

(1) Naropa (Na ro pa)®

(2) Ashedhana (A4 shad dha na)®

(3) Gampopa (Sgam po pa)’

(4) Tsangpa Gyare (Gtsang pa rgya ras)®

Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare as Found in His Anonymous
Biography’

The anonymous biography states that he was the fifth reincarnation in this

Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba, 414.1-415.3.

> Ibid (414.1-4). [In his past life] Tsangpa Gyare was born as Naropa in Kosala
in Kashmir, studied five traditional sciences, did 12 types of ascetic practice
and finally attained accomplishment. Note that the Kosala (in Kashmir) is
different from the Kingdom of Kosala.

¢ Ibid (414.4-5). Ashedhana became a disciple of the accomplished yoga

practitioner of Kalacakra, becameascholarand finally attained accomplishment.

7 Ibid (414.5). Tsangpa Gyare was born as Gampopa, became a disciple of
Milarepa and finally obtained special realisation.

8 Ibid, 414.5.4-.
> Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa

3
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world (Jambuduvipa). The lineage is as follows:

(1) Naropa®

(2) Ashedhana'!

(3) Anonymous reincarnation'?

(4) Dewe Junne (Bde ba’i ‘byung gnas)*
(5) Tsangpa Gyare'

While Marton regarded Gampopa as a previous incarnation of Tsangpa

Gyare, as seen above, the anonymous biographer excluded Gampopa and
added Dewe Junne in his place. How could this difference be interpreted?
If Marton had access to the most precise information as his direct disciple,
it is possible that the anonymous reincarnation and Dewe Junne could have
been added in later periods.

Lineage of the Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare, as Found in the Lho
rong chos "byung

In his Lho rong chos "byung (composed in 1446), Tatsag Tsewangyel (R
tshag Tshe dbang rgyal, born 15™ cen.) regards Tsangpa Gyare as the fourth

(B6.2-7.4).

1bid (6.2-3). Tsangpa Gyare was born as Naropa in his past life, studied five
traditional sciences, did 12 types of ascetic practice under the direction of
Tilopa, and finally attained both special accomplishment and common
accomplishment. He (i.e. Naropa) is said to be the origin of this spiritual
lineage.

1bid (6.3-5). In his past life, Tsangpa Gyare was born as Ashedhana or small
Kalacakrapada (dus ‘khor ba chung ngu), studied as a scholar, attained both
special accomplishment and common accomplishment, and got to be known

as a great siddha.
Ibid (6.5). The next life (Ashedhana) was not explained and kept secret

because other people could not comprehend the explanation.

1bid (6.5-6). Tsangpa Gyare was born as Dewe Junne on a golden continent
in the west in order to convert an evil king into his disciple.

1bid (6.6-7.2). It is said that there were many more profits for sentient beings
later (in the life of Tsangpa Gyare) than in his (i.e. Dewe Junne’) life.

4



Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

reincarnation in this world," as follows:
(1) Naropa
(2) Shadhaka (Sha dba ka)'®
(3) Dewe Junne
(4) Tsangpa Gyare

The Lho rong chos "byung is the same as the anonymous biography in
that they do not include Gampopa but rather Dewa Junne in the lineage. It
could be that Shadhaka and Ashedhana are the same person, judging from

the similarity in their names.

Lineage of the Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare, as Found in His
Biography Composed by Pema Karpo

Pema Karpo, in his Tsangpa Gyare’s biography (16™ century), insists that
Tsangpa Gyare was the ninth reincarnation in this world."” The lineage is
as follows:

(1) beggar (slong ba)

(2) *Amitabuddhikirti (Blo mtha’ yas grags)

(3) Avalokitesvara (Jig rten dbang phyug Phyag na pad ma)
(4) *Pundarika (Padma dkar po)

(5) Songtsen Gampo (Srong btsan sgam po)

(6) Naropa

(7) *Kalacakrapada (Dus zhabs chung ba)

(8) Dawu Zhonnu (Zla ‘od gzhon nu)

(9) Tsangpa Gyare

Pema Karpo gives more pre-incarnations than other biographers,
including those before Naropa.

5 Lho rong chos "byung, 660.19-20.

' He might be the same person as Ashedhana.

V" "Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i

rlabs phreng, D4.4-8.1.
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Previous Lives of Tsangpa Gyare, as Found in the Lho ’brug chos
"byung
In his Lho “brug chos "byung (composed in 1972),"® Gendun Rinchen

(Dge dun rin chen, b.1926-d.1997) regarded Naropa and Gampopa as
previous incarnations of Tsangpa Gyare."” Among the texts examined here,
only the biography composed by Martén and the Lho brug chos byung
regard Gampopa as a previous incarnation of Tsangpa Gyare.

Summary

As seen above, there are at least five different traditions regarding Tsangpa
Gyare’s previous lives:

(1) Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Marton:
Naropa -> Ashedhana -> Gampopa -> Tsangpa Gyare
(2) Anonymous biography of Tsangpa Gyare:

Naropa —> Ashedhana -> anonymous reincarnation -> Dewe Junne

-> Tsangpa Gyare
(3) Lho rong chos "byung:

Naropa -> Shadhaka -> Dewe Junne -> Tsangpa Gyare
(4) Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Pema Karpo:

18

19

Lho “brug chos byung, 97.9-14.

Lho “brug chos byung (97.9-14): “According to the first perspective [i.e.
according to the source of tradition], [Tsangpa Gyare] was born as the
reincarnation of both Naropa, who was the head of scholars and siddbas in
the sacred land (i.e. India), and the unparalleled Nyamme Takpo Lhaje (i.e.
Gampopa), who was the top of all of the Kagyii masters in Tibet. His name
is Tsangpa Gyare. He transcended debates, belonged to the genuine lineage
proven by scriptures, had oral transmissions, and was a dharma master and the
protector of sentient beings.” (dang po ni / de yang phags yul pan grub yongs kyi
gtso bo pan chen Naa ro ta pa dang / gangs can bka’ brgyud kun gyi btsug rgyan
Mnyam med Dwags po lha rje gnyis kyi rnam phrul du byon par risod med lung
gis grub pa’i don brgyud gdams pa’i mnga’ bdag chos rje gro ba’i mgon po Grsang
pa rgya ras zhes /)



Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

beggar —> *Amitabuddhikirti -> Avalokite$vara -> *Pundarika ->
Songtsen Gampo -> Naropa -> *Kalacakrapada -> Dawu Zhonnu ->

Tsangpa Gyare
(5) Lho “brug chos byung
Naropa -> Gampopa -> Tsangpa Gyare

All of the traditions other than Pema Karpo start from Naropa, but the
reincarnations from Naropa to Tsangpa Gyare differ across various traditions.
We need to note that the biography composed by Martén is similar to
the Lho “brug chos "byung; on the other hand, the anonymous biography is
similar to the Lho rong chos “byung.

1-3. Lineage of the Future Reincarnation of Tsangpa Gyare

What about the future lives of Tsangpa Gyare? His next reincarnation was
the 13™ abbot of the Drukpa Kagyii school, Gyalwangje Kunga Penjor
(Rgyal dbang rje Kun dga’ dpal "byor, 1428-1476), who was active more than
200 years after Tsangpa Gyare.

After the death of Gyalwangje, Jamyang Chokyi Trakpa (Jam dbyangs
chos kyi grags pa, 1478-1523) was confirmed as the third reincarnation of
Tsangpa Gyare. The fourth reincarnation, Pema Karpo (Padma dkar po,
1527-1592), was called “the omniscient” (kun mkhyen), as he was one of the
greatest scholars of the Drukpa Kagyii school.

After the death of Pema Karpo, there occurred a conflict between two
candidates for the fifth reincarnation. One was the 17" abbot of the Drukpa
Kagyii school Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel (Zhabs drung Ngag dbang
rnam rgyal, 1594-1651), who belonged to the Gya (Rgya) clan. The other
was Paksam Wangpo (Dpag bsam dbang po, 1593-1641), the son of a leader
in the Chonngye (Phyong rgyas) region. The governor of Tsang intervened
in the conflict and finally recognised Paksam Wangpo as the reincarnation
of Pema Karpo.” As a result, Zhabdrung moved from Ralung monastery
to Western Bhutan in order to avoid the conflict, and the Drukpa Kagyii
school was divided into the Northern Drukpa Kagyti school (Byang brug)
and the Southern Drukpa Kagyii school (Lho brug).

20 Aris 1979: 206; Imaeda 2011: 34-36; Karma Phuntso 2013: 212-217.
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The Northern Drukpa Kagyii school has continued the reincarnation
line up to the current (12%*) reincarnation of Tsangpa Gyare (‘Brug chen
or Rgyal dbang "brug pa), Jikme Pema Wangchen (Jigs med Padma dbang
chen, 1963-), who is actively conducting environmental and educational
activities as well as traditional monastic roles.

In the Southern Drukpa Kagyii school, Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel
established a nation called Druk Yul (‘Brug yul; that is, “the country of the
Drukpa Kagyii school”), which is called Bhutan or Bhootan by Westerners.?!

Zhabdrung is said to have died in 1651. Thereafter, three types of
emanation (i.e. those of body, word and mind) appeared, but their lineages

gradually declined.*
The positions of regent (sde srid phyag mdzod pa) and chief abbot (rje

mhkhen po), who are persons in charge of politics and religion postulated
by Zhabdrung in his later years, remained even after Zhabdrung’s death.”
Ugyen Wangchuck (1862-1926) replaced the position of regent with that
of a dynastic monarchy and established the Wangchuck dynasty in 1907.

*! Regarding the name of Bhutan, see Aris (1979: xxiv-xxv).

22 Tmaeda 2011: 162-165.
2 Imaeda 2011: 67-70.
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11.

12.

Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

Lineage of Tsangpa Gyare’s Reincarnation (Rgyal dbang ‘Brug pa)

1. Gtsang pa rgya ras (1161-1211): 1* abbot of the Drukpa Kagyii school

2. Rgyal dbang rje Kun dga’ dpal "byor (1428-1476): 13™ abbot of the Drukpa
Kagyti school

3. ’Jam dbyangs chos kyi grags pa (1478-1523)
4. Kun mkhyen Padma dkar po (1527-1592)

Northern Drukpa Southern Drukpa
Kagyii school? Kagyii school
Dpag bsam dbang po (1593-1641) 5. Zhabs drung Ngag dbang rnam

rgyal (1594-1651)

Mi pham dbang po Ngag gi dbang
phyug (1641-1717)

Dkar brgyud "Phrin las shing rta Three types of reincarnation

(1718-1766) (i.e. those of body, speech, and mind)

Kun gzigs Chos kyi snang ba (1768-
1822)

’Jigs med Mi ’gyur dbang gi rgyal po
(1823-1883)

Mi pham Chos kyi dbang po (1884-
1930)

Bstan 'dzin mkhyen rab Dge legs
dbang po (1931-1960)

’Jigs med Padma dbang chen (1963-)

1-4. Lineage of Masters and Disciples from the Origin of the
Kagyii School to Its Sub-school, Drukpa Kagyii

The previous sections confirmed Tsangpa Gyare’s reincarnations in his past
and future lives. This section historically maps Tsangpa Gyare by focusing

on
its

po

the lineage of master and disciple from the origin of the Kagyii school to
sub-school Drukpa Kagyti.

Drukpa Kagyti is a sub-school derived from the Takpo Kagyti (Dwags
bka’ brgyud) school attributed to Gampopa. The lineage of dharma was

transmitted from Marpa (Mar pa Chos kyi blo gros, 1012-1097) to Milarepa

24

Ardussi 1977: 548.
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(Mi la ras pa, 1052-1135), Gampopa (Sgam po pa Bsod nams rin chen or
Duwags po lha rje, 1079-1153), Phagmo Drupa (Phag mo gru pa Rdo rje rgyal
po, 1110-1170), Ling Repa (Gling ras pa Padma rdo rje, 1128-1188) and
finally to Tsangpa Gyare.

Ralung monastery (Ra lung dgon pa), established by Tsangpa Gyare,
became the head monastery of the Drukpa Kagyii school and abbots from
the Gya (Rgya) family succeeded it.” As referred to in the previous section,
the 13™ abbot of the Drukpa Kagyii school, Gyalwangje Kunga Penjor, was
confirmed as the second reincarnation of Tsangpa Gyare. The 17 abbot,
Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel, moved from Ralung monastery to Western
Bhutan during the tumultuous situation surrounding the confirmation of
the Pema Karpo’s reincarnation. According to the Southern Drukpa Kagyii
school, Zhabdrung is the fifth reincarnation of Tsangpa Gyare, as seen
below:

Dbharma Lineage from the Marpa Kagyii School to the Drukpa Kagyii
School

1. Marpa Chokyi Lodrd (Mar pa Chos kyi blo gros, 1012-1097)
2. Milarepa (M;i la ras pa, 1052-1135)

3. Gampopa Sonam Rinchen (Sgam po pa Bsod nams rin chen or Dwags
po lha rje, 1079-1153)

4. Phagmo Drupa (Phag mo gru pa Rdo rje rgyal po, 1110-1170)
5. Ling Repa Pema Dorje (Gling ras pa Padma rdo rje, 1128-1188)

6. Tsangpa Gyare Yeshe Dorje (Gtsang pa rgya ras Ye shes rdo rje, 1161-
1211)

»  Most of biographies and annals do not mention the date of establishment of
Ralung monastery, but Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Gyaltangpa
gives its date as 1196, when he was 36 years old. See the Chos rje gro ba’i mgon
o gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba (A32.1-2; P518.7-519.2).
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Mapping of Tsangpa Gyare in the Kagyii School

Lineage of the Abbot of the Drukpa Kagyii School’

. Tsangpa Gyare Yeshe Dorje (1161-1211)
. Darma Senge Sangye Wonre (Darma Seng ge Sangs rgyas dbon ras, 1177-

1237)

. Shénnu Senge (Gzhon nu seng ge, 1200-1266)

. Nyima Senge (NVyi ma seng ge, 1251-1287)

. Pokyapa Senge Rinchen (Spos skya pa Seng ge rin chen, 1258-1313)
. Senge Gyalpo (Seng ge rgyal po, 1289-1326)

. Kunga Senge (Kun dga’ seng ge, 1314-1347)

. Lodrd Senge (Blo gros seng ge, 1345-1390)

. Sherab Senge (Shes rab seng ge, 1371-1392)

10. Yeshe Rinchen (Ye shes rin chen, 1364-1415)
11. Namkha Pelzang (Nam mkha’ dpal bzang, 1398-1425)

12. Sherab Zangpo (Shes rab bzang po, 1400-1438)

13. Gyalwangje Kunga Penjor (Rgyal dbang rjie Kun dga’ dpal "byor, 1428-

14706)

14. Ngawang Chogyal (Nga dbang chos rgyal, 1465-1540)

15. Ngawang Tenpe Gyaltsen (Ngag dbang Bstan pa’i rgyal mtshan, 1506-

1538)

16. Mipham Chékyi Gyalpo (M: pham Chos kyi rgyal po, 1543-1604)

17. Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel (Zhabs drung Ngag dbang rnam rgyal,

1594-1651)

26

As mentioned before, we follow here Imaeda (2011: 206-208) regarding the
number of head abbots. Other scholars use a different system. For example,
Karma Phuntsho (2013: 212) omits Namkha Pelzang but adds Mipham
Tenpe Nyima (Mi pham Bstan pai nyi ma, 1567-1619) after Mipham Chokyi
Gyalpo, that is, he regards Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyel as the 17th abbot
while he considers Gyalwangje Kunga Penjor as the 12¢h.

11



The Three Oldest Biographies of Tsangpa Gyare

12



2. Tsangpa Gyare’s Life

As explained in detail in the previous section, the founder of the Drukpa
Kagyt school was Tsangpa Gyare Yeshe Dorje. Thanks to academic research
of Western scholars such as Martin (1979) and Miller (2005, 2006), we can
grasp a brief outline of Tsangpa Gyare’s life. Kumagai (2018a) re-examined
all of Tsangpa Gyare’s available traditional biographies and the annals
referring to him in order to multi-dimensionally reconstruct his personality
and characteristics.

Birth
Most of Tsangpa Gyare’s biographies

and the annals referring to him give
the same information about his date

and place of birth, and his family.

Tsangpa Gyare is said to have been
born on the morning of the 15% of the
first month of summer (dbyar zla ra
ba) in the year of the snake (1161).%
Further, he is said to have been born
in a village of the Gya (Rgya) clan
in Saral (82 74l) in Khule (Khu le) at the bottom of the Hawo Kangzang
mountain (Ha ‘o gangs bzang) in the upper Nyang region (Myang stod) of
the Eastern Tsang (Gtsang) region in central Tibet.

~

Tsangpa Gyare’s birth place

He was born as the youngest among the seven sons of his father Gyazurpo

Tsape (Rgya zur po tshab pe)*® and mother Marza Tarki (Mar za dar skyid).”

27

Gyaltangpa, in his biography, gives the date as the “eighth.” See Chos rje ‘gro
ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba, A8.3; P492.7.

28

Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum gives his name
Gyazurso Tshape (Rgya zur so tsha dpe). See Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam
thar (P401.6; T383.2).

According to Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Gyaltangpa, his
mother’s name is Mar Darmakyi (Dmar dar ma skyid, a Tibetan who enjoys
Buddhism). See Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar
ba, A7.5; P 492.1: yum de yang / dmar dar ma skyid zhes bgyi ba /mgo legs pa /

29
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His childhood name was Yungdrungpel (G-yung drung dpal), and he was
called Pelnag (Dpal nag) by his family members and fellow villagers.

During her pregnancy, his mother had experienced many miracles: she
felt comfortable when she became pregnant, had loving kindness (byams)
and compassion (snying rje), and became faithful to Buddhism. She also
watched the sun appeared from her navel in her dream. When Tsangpa
Gyare was born, she watched flowers falling down from the sky, double
suns, rainbow, and plenty of light ray in her bed room. But other members
of the public could not find such auspicious omens.

Family Composition

As stated above, Tsangpa Gyare’s father was Gyazurpo Tsape and his mother
was Marza Tarki. The Lho “brug chos “byung gives the names of his six
brothers: Lhanyen (Lha gnyan), Lhabum (Lha bum), Kelden (Skal ldan),
Jotsul (Jo tshul), Gompe (Sgom pad) and Mangtsen (Mang btsan).”

His grandfather was Gyadarseng (Rgya dar seng), who is said to have had
good mind and strong faith to Buddhism.>" His maternal grandmother was
Darmagyen (Dar ma rgyan), who is said to have had supernatural knowledge
and sign of Dakini.**

Influence of the Bon Religion

Tsangpa Gyare’s family seems to have had a strong relationship with the Bon
religion, as both Buddhist and Bonpo monks are said to have performed
rituals and educated Tsangpa Gyare after his birth.

dbyangs snyan pa / sku lta bas chog mi shes pa / rdo rje mkha’ gro dngos yin pa.
([Tsangpa Gyare’s] mother was called Mar Darmakyi. She was intelligent, had
comfortable voice, and [we cannot] endure [by virtue of her beauty] when we
see her, she was thus a real Vajra Dakini.

30

Lho brug chos byung, 98.12-14. Among the six brothers, the names of Lhabum
and Mangtsen are not attested in any of the seven biographies referred to in
this chapter.

31

Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba, A6.6; P491.3.

32

Chos rje gro bai mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba, A7.3-4;
P491.7.

14
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Among his brothers, Kelden (Ska/ ldan) seems to have been his tutor.
Kelden took Tsangpa Gyare to see the master of Bon (slob dpon Bon), who
educated him during his childhood. Tsangpa Gyare kept up a relationship
with the master of Bon and learned from him even after becoming a
Buddhist monk. While the master seems to have belonged to the Bon
religion, he must have taught Buddhism to Tsangpa Gyare because there is
no description of his education in Bonpo doctrine. Actually, there are no
traces of either Bon religion or thinking in his collected works. That is to
say, Tsangpa Gyare probably learnt only Buddhism from the Bonpo master.

Episodes from Tsangpa Gyare’s Childhood

The biographies and annals
state that Tsangpa Gyare was &8
a noble, handsome and wise &&=
child. He is said to have pleased

people by pretending to build #5
temples, teach dharma, and
practice his bodhisattva conduct.
Such noble dispositions and
behaviours prove that Tsangpa

Gyare was wise and had the Square rock on which Tsangpa Gyare sat and
right personality to become a gave a teaching to neighborhood children
monk.

Episodes Regarding Tsangpa Gyare’s Mother

Most of the biographies and annals state that Tsangpa Gyare was loved by
his parents, family members and relatives even though the Deb ther sgon
po mentions that his father did not especially cherish him because he had
many sons.* The biographies and annals give few descriptions of his father,
while they refer to many positive episodes of his mother, such as auspicious
experiences at the times of his birth and her death. It thus seems that his
mother influenced Tsangpa Gyare and formed his character much more

than his father in his childhood.

% Chandra 1974: 580.7-581.1.
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Many of the biographies
and annals state that his
mother passed away when
Tsangpa Gyare was eight
years old (in 1168),* while
the biography composed by
Gyaltangpa,® the Ladakhi
version of his biography
composed by  Mangala
Bhadra® and the Lho rong
chos byung37 give the year Ruin of Marza Tarki’s house
1167 (at the age of seven).

Renunciation

The name Tsangpa Gyare means “cotton-clad practitioner from the Gya
family of the Tsang region”; that is, he was a retreat meditator wearing a
thin cotton cloth. From the title of Re[pa] (Ras [pa/), one may guess that he
was a lay practitioner in retreat. However, he also had the aspect of a fully
ordained monk.

Tsangpa Gyare seems to have renounced the secular world at around 12
years of age, although the year of his renunciation differs according to each
biography and annal.?® The biographies composed by Dremowa Sangyebum

34

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos rje
gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P403.4-5; T384.6-385.1); the Bhutanese
version of his biography composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje grsang pa rgya ras
kyi rnam thar (B5.4); and his biography composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i
mgon po gisang pa rgya ras pai rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng
(D12.1; K10.10-11) and the Deb ther sngon po (Chandra 1974: 581.1).

Chos rje gro bai mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba, A10.3-4;
P495.3-4.

Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar, L6.2.
37 Lho rong chos "byung, 646.3-6.

38

35

36

Regarding the year, name and preceptor of Tsangpa Gyare’s renunciation, see
the biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras
kyi rnam thar (P403.6-7; T385.2-3); that composed by Martén: Chos rje gro
ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (417.3); that composed
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and Marton give the year 1171 (age 11); that by Lorepa gives the year 1171
or 1172 (age 11 or 12); and those by Mangala Bhadra, Pema Karpo and the
anonymous biographer give the year 1172 (age 12).

The master who cut Tsangpa Gyare’s hair when he renounced the
world is regarded as Tathangpa (Rta thang pa)® in many biographies. But
the biographies composed by Gyaltangpa and Mangala Bhadra regard the
master to be the master of the Bon religion. The Lho rong chos ‘byung states
that Tsangpa Gyare renounced in front of the master of the Bon religion at
age 12 (in 1172) and renounced in front of Tathangpa at age 13 (in 1173);
that is, he became a Bonpo monk and then a Buddhist monk.

He has two types of dharma name. The biographies composed by
Dremowa Sangyebum, Martén, Lorepa and Pema Karpo give the name
Sherab Dutsi Korlo (Shes rab bdud rtsi khor lo). On the other hand, the
biography composed by Mangalabhadra, the Lho rong chos ‘byung and the
Thu'u bkwan grub mtha’ give the name Sherab Pel (Shes rab dpal). Sherab
Dutsi Korlo seems to be his full name, while Sherab Pel is presumed to
be an integrated version of his dharma name Sherab Dutsi Korlo and his

secular name Yungdrungpel (G-yung drung dpal).

Studies after Renunciation

After his renunciation, Tsangpa Gyare studied both sutras and tantras with
many scholars and masters. He studied Vajrayana Buddhism such as tantras,
meditation practices and rituals while he studied Sttrayana Buddhism such
as Pramata, Madhyamaka and Paramita. His collected works also prove that

by Lorepa: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur "bum dang
beas pa (273.5-6); that composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje grsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam thar (B6.1-2; 1L6.4-5); that composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po
gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D12.1-
2; K 10.12-15); the anonymous biography: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya
ras pai rnam thar mgur bum dang beas pa (B8.1; 1250.4); and the Lho rong
chos “byung (646.15-16).

¥ According to Imaeda (2011: 46-47), there was a person called Pelden Sherab
(Dpal ldan shes rab), who was knowledgeable in the doctrine of the Nyingma,
Kagyii and Sakya schools in Tathang (R thang) in upper Nyang. He was
called Tathangpa.
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he studied both Satrayana and Vajrayana Buddhism.*

Tsangpa Gyare’s biographies state that he studied the Great Perfection
(rdzogs chen) but he did not write any treatise about the Great Perfection.
He may not have written about the doctrine belonging to another school
while he studied it as a general education.

He received education from a Bonpo master, but no works on the Great
Perfection or Bonpo doctrine are found in his collected works.

There is one episode that proves his mastery of Sitrayana Buddhist
philosophy: a debate with his master Ling Repa.*! One day, Tsangpa Gyare
was asked by his master Ling Repa to have a debate. He initially refused
the proposal to avoid debating against his master, but Ling Repa ordered
him to ask a question. Tsangpa Gyare then asked him a question about
the definition of the “body of reality” (dharmakdya, chos sku), and Ling
Repa answered that the definition is “that which has no arising, ceasing

and dwelling” (skye gag gnas dang bral ba). Tsangpa Gyare pointed out

% Kumagai et al. 2012: 50.

‘' Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B14.6-15.4; L14.6-15.4): “Highly
intelligent masters such as Geshe Dardor and Lokdon could not win a debate
with Tsangpa Gyare, so he became famous for his high intelligence. Naphuwa
(i.e. Ling Repa) said to him during a meeting: “You should ask me a question
about dharma.” He replied “I have no question. I cannot make my master
wrongly answer,” but Ling Repa said, “I give you permission to make me
wrongly answer.” When Tsangpa Gyare asked “Please tell me the definition
of the body of reality,” Ling Repa answered “It is that which has no arising,
ceasing and dwelling.” When he stated “In that case, the space would become
also the body of reality,” Ling Repa could not find a confident answer and
said “You are a highly intelligent man” and delightfully folded his hands. Ling
Repa advised him, “You must not have a debate with the other disciples.” (dge
bshes dar rdor dang Klog don la sogs pa thugs shes rab che ba rnams kyis bgro gleng
la sogs par ma thub pas shes rab che bar grags so // tshogs gral zhig tu rje Sna phu
ba’i zhal nas / khyed kyis nga la chos shig dris dang gsungs / de mi mchi bla ma
la thal gyur phog na mi rung zhus pas / de ngas gnang ba byin pa yin mod / thal
gyur phog na ‘khol gsungs / ‘o na chos sku'i mtshan nyid cig gzhag par zhu dang
zhus pas / skye gag gnas gsum dang bral ba zhig yin gsungs / ries ‘o na nam mkha’
di yang chos skur thal zhus pas / spobs pa lan med du song nas khyed shes rab can
du dug gsungs te shin tu mnyes nas phyag sbyar ro // de phyin chad mched grogs
dang bgro gleng bya ma dgos gsungs /)
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the contradiction: “In that case, the space would also become the body of
reality.” Ling Repa admitted his own contradiction, appreciated Tsangpa
Gyare’s eminent ability at debate and prohibited him from debating with
the other disciples to avoid trouble. This episode proves that Tsangpa Gyare
was an excellent scholar of Satrayana Buddhism, Ling Repa’s humble
personality and the complicated relationship in the community of Buddhist
monks in that period.

Instruction by Ling Repa

Tsangpa Gyare’s main master was Ling Repa. His various biographies give
different years for his becoming a disciple of Ling Repa. The biographies
composed by Marton and Gyaltangpa give the year 1181 (age 21) for his
becoming a disciple of Ling Repa.*> The Lho rong chos byung and Deb ther
sngon po state that he met Ling Repa and received oral instructions at the
age of 22 (in 1182).” The biographies composed by Dremowa Sangyebum,
Lorepa, Pema Karpo, the anonymous biographer and the Lho ‘brug chos
byung give the year 1183 (age 23).* Thus, he seems to have started to study
with Ling Repa from 21 to 23 years old.

Ling Repa appreciated Tsangpa Gyare’s ability and earnestly educated
him. When he became a disciple of Ling Repa, monks were doing carpentry
to build a monastery in Naphu (Sna phu); Tsangpa Gyare asked Ling Repa

to exempt him from the carpentry to give him time to write a book by
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See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Martén: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon
po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (420.1-423.5), and that composed
by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar
ba (A18.1-2; P503.5-6).

% See the Lho rong chos byung (647.8-10) and Deb ther sngon po (Chandra 1974:
581.5).

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos
rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P406.3-5; T387.6-7); that composed by
Lorepa: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar mgur “bum dang
beas pa (274.3); that composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro baii mgon po gtsang pa
rgya ras pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D17.5; K16.2);
the anonymous biography: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar
mgur "bum dang beas pa (B9.1-4; 1.251.4-252.1); and the Lho ‘brug chos byung
(99.11-13).
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paying money for compensation. Ling Repa did not exempt him from the
carpentry and admonished him, telling him not to make haste because he
could make time to write a book while doing carpentry.

Later, Tsangpa Gyare often asked Ling Repa for permission to leave for
meditation, but Ling Repa hardly ever allowed this. Because of his frequent
requests, Ling Repa finally gave him permission to leave for meditation and
gave him all oral transmissions in advance. However, Tsangpa Gyare came
to strongly regret this.

At the age of 28 (in 1188), Tsangpa Gyare was informed that Ling Repa
had died when he came back from Karchu (Mkhar chu) in the Lhodak
(Lho brag) region after finishing his meditation; he rushed to Ling Repa’s
location.® Tsangpa Gyare strongly regretted that he could not be with his
master when he passed away because he had left for meditation against his
master’s wishes. He ended up composing a poem of repentance.

Activities after the Death of Ling Repa

After Ling Repa’s death, Tsangpa Gyare concentrated on meditation retreat
with a few his disciples mainly in Karchu (Mkhar chu) in Lhodrak (Lho
brag) and Tsari (75a ri).

He also met important masters of the Kagyti school. He met the first
Karmapa Diisum Khyenpa (Dus gsum mkhyen pa, 1110-1193), and received
oral instruction about the Six Doctrines of Naropa (chos drug) and method

45

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos
rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P414.3; T395.2-3); that composed by
Martdn: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba
(424.2-4); that composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam
thar (B16.6; L16.6); that composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang
pa rgya ras pai rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pai rlabs phreng (D27.3;
K25.13-14); his anonymous biography: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras
pa’i rnam thar mgur "bum dang beas pa (B13.3-14.1; L.255.6-256.2); and the
Lho brug chos byung (649.15-19). His biography composed by Lorepa: Chos
rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa (276.6),
and that composed by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras
kyi rnam par thar ba (A27.2-4; P513.5-7); they refer to Ling Repa’s death but
not the year of his death.
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of Vajrayana (thabs lam).*® He also visited Drikung (‘Bri khung) and met
Jigten Gonpo ('Bri gung Jig rten mgon po Rin chen dpal, 1143-1217).7 He
was also acquainted with Jigten Génpo’s three chief disciples: Ny6 (Gnyos
rgyal ba Lha nang pa Sangs rgyas rin chen, 1164-1224), Gar (Mgar Chos sding
pa Shikya dpal, 1180-?), and Cho (Dpal chen Chos kyi ye shes, 12* cen.).*®

Full Ordination

Most of his biographies and annals give the year 1193 (age 33) for
Tsangpa Gyare’s full ordination,® except for the biography composed by

“  See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Martén: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon
po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (430.1-2); that composed by
Gyaltangpa: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar
ba (A28.7-8; P515.3-5); that composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje gtsang pa
rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B23.4-23.6, 72.4-74.3; 1.23.1-2, 69.4-71.2); and that
composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro bai mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras paii rnam par
thar pa ngo mtshar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D37.3-38.2; K38.1-4).

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Martdn: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po
gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (430.5-6); that composed by Mangala
Bhadra: Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B23.6-24.1; 1.23.2-3); and that
composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam par
thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D40.4-5; K35.4-18).

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje grsang pa
rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B79.5-80.3; L76.3-6) and that composed by Pema
Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad
pa’i rlabs phreng (D40.5-44.1; K38.7-41.8).

Concerning the information about his full ordination, see Tsangpa Gyare’s
biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam thar (P420.5-6; T401.2-3); that composed by Marton: Chos rje gro ba’i
mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (432.2-4); that composed by
Lorepa: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas
pa (279.6-280.1); that composed by Mangala Bhadra: Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam thar (B24.6-25.1, 98.1; L24.2-3, 94.6-95.1); that composed by Pema
Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad
pai rlabs phreng (D60.5-6; K57.8-10); the Lho “brug chos byung (653.8-11);
the Deb ther sgon po (Chandra 1974: 584.3-4); the 7hu'u bkwan grub mtha’
(128.4); and the Lho ‘brug chos byung (100.8-9). On the other hand, the 7huu
bkwan grub mtha’ does not refer to the year of his full ordination.
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Gyaltangpa, which gives the year 1178 (age 18).”°

There are different traditions regarding Tsangpa Gyare’s preceptor. The
biographies composed by Dremowa Sangyebum and Mangala Bhadra state
that he received full ordination from the preceptor Zepa (Bzad pa). Those
composed by Martén, Lorepa and the Lho ‘brug chos byung regard the
master Zhang (Zhang G-yu brag pa Brtson gru brags pa, 1122-1193) as his
preceptor. The Lho rong chos byung states that Tsangpa Gyare received full
ordination from both masters Zepa and Zhang. The biography composed
by Pema Karpo and the Deb ther sngon po state that he received novice
ordination from the master Zepa and full ordination from the master Zhang.

Foundation of the Longdol Monastery

The biographies and annals state that the Longdol monastery (Klong rdol
dgon pa) was founded based on the master Zhang’s prophecy.”' On the other
hand, there are several traditions about the year of its foundation: Tsangpa
Gyare’s biography composed by Gyaltangpa and the Deb ther sngon po give
the year 1189 (age 29), that composed by Mangala Bhadra gives the year
1193 (age 33), and those composed by Martén and Lorepa give the year
1194 (age 34).°* Thus, the Longdol monastery was founded early in his
monastic career.

50

Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba, A14.7-15.5;
P500.1-6.

Concerning the foundation of Longdol monastery, see Tsangpa Gyare’s
biography composed by Marton: Chos rje gro bai mgon po gtsang pa rgyal
sras kyi rnam par thar ba (432.6-433.1); that composed by Lorepa: Chos rje
rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa (280.2-3);
that composed by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po Gtsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam par thar ba (A31.5-7; P518.4-6); that composed by Mangala Bhadra:
Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B24.6; 124.2); and the Deb ther sngon po
(Chandra 1974: 584.2).

In the concluding section of Tsangpa Gyare biography composed by Lorepa,
the author gives the year 1193 (age 33) for the establishment of Longdol
monastery, while he gives the year 1194 (age 34) in the body of the biography.
The Thu'u bkwan grub mtha’ (128.12-13) does not refer to the year of
foundation.
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The head monastery of Ralung (Ra
lung dgon pa), located in upper

Tsangpa Gyares Life

Foundation of the Ralung Monastery

Nyang, was founded based on ¢ <

the prophecy of a deity (yi dam),
according to the biographies and
annals.” It seems that his master
Ling Repa owned a small hermitage
at Ralung and thereafter Tsangpa

Gyare newly built the monastery Current Ralung Monastery

of Ralung which became a head

monastery belonging to the Drukpa Kagyii school.”* Only the biography

composed by Gyaltangpa gives the year 1196 (age 36) for its foundation.”
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Concerning the foundation of Ralung monastery, sece Tsangpa Gyare’s
biography composed by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje ‘gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya
ras kyi rnam par thar ba (A32.1-2; P518.7-519.2) and the 7hu'u bkwan grub
mitha’ (128.13-14).

Ardussi (1977: 108) says “The sect began with Gling-ras-pa Padma-rdo-
rje (1128-1188), whose small hermitage at Rwa-lung was later expanded
to become the sect’s principal Tibetan monastery.” Miller (2005: 377) says
that the Ralung monastery was “founded jointly by Ling Repa and Tsangpa
Gyare” without reference to any primary sources. If they had jointly founded
the Ralung monastery, it would have been from the period when he became
Ling Repa’s disciple (1181-1183) to Ling Repa’s death (1188). However, no
description about the foundation of Ralung monastery during the periods is
found in any of the seven biographies referred to in this chapter. On the other
hand, the biography composed by Gyaltangpa gives the year 1196 (age 36) for
the foundation of Ralung monastery.

See Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje gro bai
mgon po gisang pa rgya ras kyi rnam par thar ba (A32.1-2; P518.7-519.2).
Previous researchers such as Snellgrove (1968), Martin (1979) and Karma
Phuntso (2013) give the year “1180” for the establishment of Ralung
monastery but they do not refer to any primary sources. However, the year
1180 is not reasonable because Tsangpa Gyare had not met Ling Repa at that
time. Most of temples established by Tsangpa Gyare were built after 1193
when he received full ordination. On the other hand, Imaeda (2011: 20) says
there is no source about the year of its foundation.
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The Druk (Brug gi dgon pa or
‘Brug Se ba byang chub chos gling)
monastery, source of the name of
the Drukpa Kagyii school, was |
founded to the southwest of Lhasa

Foundation of the Druk Monastery

based on Ling Repa’s prophecy.” W&l T = T

Most of the biographies and annals
give the year 1205 (age 45) for its
foundation, but only the Deb ther
sngon po gives the year 1193 (age

L

Current building of Druk Monastery

33). The monastery was founded
in his later years if we adopt the year 1205.5

Death

Tsangpa Gyare continued to edify and educate his disciples and left many
testaments as oral instructions into his later years. Tens of thousands of
disciples are said to have gathered to attend his funeral. He thus seems to
have gradually become popular because of his successful edification and

education.

The biographies and annals give the same year (1211), date (25%) and

time (evening) but different months for his death.*®
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Concerning the foundation of Druk monastery, see the biography composed
by Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P436.6;
T416.7); that composed by Lorepa: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai
rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa (290.1-2); that composed by Mangala
Bhadra: Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B194.6-195.1; L191.1); that
composed by Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam
par thar pa ngo mtshar dad pai rlabs phreng (D80.5-82.1; K76.7-77.12); the
Deb ther sngon po (Chandra 1974: 584.5); and the 7hu'u bkwan grub mtha’
(128.14). The Thu'u bkwan grub mtha’ (128.12-13) does not refer to the year
of its foundation.

Aris (1979:172) gives the year 1189 for the foundation of the Druk monastery
without reference to any primary sources.

Concerning the death of Tsangpa Gyare, see his biography composed by
Dremowa Sangyebum: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P449.7;
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The Lho rong chos “byung gives the second month of summer (dbyar zla
bring po), but refers to another tradition which gives the second month
of autumn (ston zla "bring po). The Deb ther sngon po gives the last month
of summer (dbyar zla tha chung). The biography composed by Dremowa
Sangyebum and the Lho ‘brug chos byung give the first month of autumn
(ston zla ra ba). The biographies composed by Mangala Bhadra and Pema
Karpo give the second month of autumn (ston zla bring po). That is to say,
there are four traditions regarding the month of Tsangpa Gyare’s death.
Among them, the oldest tradition is the one of Dremowa Sangyebum,
which gives the first month of autumn.

T429.5); that composed by Marton: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal
sras kyi rnam par thar ba (449.5-450.1); that composed by Lorepa: Chos rje rin
o che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa (290.2-292.1);
that composed by Gyaltangpa: Chos rje ‘gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam par thar ba (A37.6-7; P525.1-2); that composed by Mangala Bhadra:
Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B240.2-4; 1.238.1-3); that composed by
Pema Karpo: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam par thar pa ngo
mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D101.1; K95.12-13); his anonymous biography:
Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar mgur bum dang bcas pa
(B44.6-45.1; L284.5-6); the Lho rong chos byung (661.6); the Deb ther sngon
po (Chandra 1974: 585.2); and the Lho ‘brug chos byung (105.1-4). His
biography composed by Lorepa does not refer to the month of his death.
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3. Tsangpa Gyare’s Works

3-1. Collected Works of Tsangpa Gyare

There are three versions of the collected works of Tsangpa Gyare: a
Bhutanese version, a Nepalese version and a Ladakhi version.” The three
versions respectively include different works, so it is necessary to elaborate
an integrated version of the collected works of Tsangpa Gyare by mutually
compensating the omitted works and comparing variants found in different
versions of overlapping works.

As seen in another paper,®® Tsangpa Gyare wrote in many genres, such as
Satrayana philosophy and instruction as well as Mahamudra and Vajrayana
meditation. We can thus see that he was a person of various talents.

The biographies and chronicles also show how the practice of meditation
was an important part of his life. Also, they refer to the education in
philosophy he received in his childhood, his educating of his disciples and

his creative activities, such as poetry.

It is unclear whether the descriptions in the biographies and chronicles
are true, but it is still possible to judge the authenticity of some descriptions
by comparing them directly with the contents of his own works.

3-2. Biographies of Tsangpa Gyare

There are seven versions of the biography of Tsangpa Gyare, composed by
different people offering different episodes and dates of events. Three of
them were composed by Tsangpa Gyare’s direct disciples (i.e. Dremowa
Sangyebum, Marton, and Lorepa). The dates of his biographies composed

by Mangalabhadra and an anonymous author are not attested.

His biographies include many spiritual poems called “gur” (mgur). Some
biographies have titles such as “biography with one hundred thousand
spiritual poems” (rnam mthar mgur bum dang ldan pa). The contents of the
poems are oral instructions. Thus, his biographies are not only chronicles
but also aim to educate his disciples.

> Kumagai et al. 2012.
0 See Kumagai et al. (2012: 50).
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The seven biographies are as follows:
[1] The biography composed by Dremowa Sangyebum

Title: Biography of the dharma master Tsangpa Gyare (Chos rje gtsang pa
rgya ras kyi rnam thar)

Author: Sangyebum Demo Jotsun (Sangs rgyas ’bum "Bras mo jo btsun,
birth: 12% cen.)

Date of composition: 13 cen.
Editions:

(i) Thimphu edition: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar.
In Dkar brgyud gser gyi ’phren ba: A Collection of Biographical
Materials on the Lives of the Masters of the Rwa-lun Tradition of
the "Brug-pa dkar-brgyud-pa Tradition in Tibet and Bhutan (three
volumes), Thimphu: Tango Monastic Community, 1982, vol. 1, pp.
379-431. (*TBRC’s Work Number: 23861)

(ii) Palampur edition: Gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar. In Rwa lung
dkar brgyud gser ’phreng: Brief Lives of the Successive Masters in the
Transmission Lineage of the Bar 'Brug-pa Dkar-brgyud-pa of Rwa-
lun (four volumes). Palampur: Sungrab Nyamso Gyunphel Parkhang,
1975-1978, vol. 1, pp. 397-452. (Reproduced from a set of prints
from the 1771-1772 Spuns-than xylographic blocks) (TBRC’s Work
Number: 19222)

[2] The biography composed by Marton

Title: Biography of the Bodhisattva from the Tsang region who is the
protector of sentient beings (Chos rje ‘gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras
kyi rnam par thar ba).

Author: Martén (Mar ston, birth: 12% cen.)
Date of composition: 13 cen.
Edition (Dehradun edition):

Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal svas kyi rnam par thar ba. In
Bka’ brgyud gser phreng chen mo: Biographies of Eminent Gurus in the
Transmission Lineage of Teachings of the 'Ba’-ra dkar-brgyud-pa sect.
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Dehradun (Published by Ngawang gyaltsen and Ngawang lungtok),
1970, Vol. 1 (Ka), pp. 412-451. (TBRC’s Work Number: W19231)

[3] The biography composed by Lorepa

Title: Biography of the precious dharma master Tsangpa Gyare with his
spiritual poems (Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar
mgur ’bum dang bcas pa)

Author: Lorepa Wangchuck Tsundu (Lo ras pa Dbang phyug brtson grus,
1187-1250)

Date of composition: 13% cen.
Edition (Leh edition):

Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar mgur bum dang
beas pa. In Dkar brgyud ser phreng: A Golden Rosary of Lives of
Eminent Gurus. Leh (Published by Sonam W. Tashigang), 1970, pp.
270-293. (TBRC’s Work Number: 30123)

[4] The biography composed by Gyaltangpa

Title: Biography of the dbarma master Tsangpa Gyare who is the
protector of sentient beings (Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras
kyi rnam par thar ba)

Author: Gyaltangpa Dechen Dorje (Rgyal thang pa Bde chen rdo rje,
birth: 13 cen.)

Date of composition: 13% cen.
Editions:

(i) Palampur edition: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa ye shes rdo rjei rnam
par thar pa. In Dkar brgyud gser phren: A Thirteenth Century Collection
of Verse Hagiographies of the Succession of Eminent Masters of the Brug-
pa dKar-brgyud-pa Tradition. Palampur: Sungrab Nyamso Gyunphel
Parkhang, 1973, pp. 485-525. (TBRC’s Work Number: 23436)

(ii) Anonymous edition: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras
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kyi rnam par thar ba (TBRC’s Work Number: W1KG2849)¢

[5] The biography composed by Mangala Bhadra

Title: Biography of the master Tsangpa Gyare (Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi
rnam thar)

Author: Ley Bande Mangala Bhadra (R2i bande Mangala Bhadra, Ra
Bkra shis bzang po, during/after the 13" or 15® cen.)

Date of composition: composed after the 13™ or 15 cen.
Editions:

(i) Bhutanese edition: Brug lugs gsung rab phyogs bsdebs las chos rje
gisang pa rgya ras kyi bka’ bum glegs bam ka pa bzhugs so and "Brug
lugs gsung rab phyogs bsdebs las chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi bka’ bum
glegs bam kha pa bzhugs so (Thimphu: The Bhutanese Monastic Body,
2011), vol. 2 (Kha), pp. 1.1-244.6.

(ii) Ladakhi edition: 7he Collected Works (Gsun-Bum) of Gtsan-pa Rgya-
ras Ye-Ses-rdo-rje: Reproduced from Rare Manuscripts and Blockprints
Belonging to Various Lamas and Notables of Ladakh (Darjeeling:
Kargyud Sungrab Nyamso Khang, 1972), pp. 1-242. (TBRC’s Work
Number: 26076)

According to the colophon of the Tsangpa Gyare’s biography composed
by Mangala Bhadra,** the biography was composed based on two

61
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The anonymous edition lacks the first folio (equivalent to pp. 485.1-487.2 of
Palampur edition).

Rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (B242.6-231.3): “There had been a lot
of biographies of the dharma master Tsangpa Gyare with spiritual poems,
whether they were detailed or summarised versions. I (i.e. Mangala Bhadra)
integrated the biography composed by Uriwa and the biography with spiritual
poems composed by Gomde and Takri into one biography. If I committed a
lot of mistakes in the biography, I apologise to the dharma masters, dakini,
dharma protectors and scholars with dharma eyes.” (chos rje rin po che Grsang
pa rgya ras pa’i rnam thar skye rabs mgur "bum dang bcas pa rgyas bsdus mang
du yod na'ang / chos rjie Dbu ri bas phyogs gcig tu bsdebs pa dang Sgom sde Stag ri
gnyis kyi rnam thar mgur bum ga’ zhig la brten nas / bdag Ra’i bande Mang ga la
bla dras phyogs gcig tu bkod pa la / nor kbhrul nyes pa’i tshogs mchis na / chos bdag
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different biographies: (1) one composed by Uriwa (Dbu ri ba Dbang
phyug brtson grus, 1187-1250) and (2) one composed by Gomde (Sgom
sde) and Takri (Stag ri).

Uriwa is Lorepa who was active during the first half of the 13* century,
so we can say that the biography was composed by Mangala Bhadra
after the first half of the 13" century. If Gomde is Gomde Wangchuk
Lodrd (Sgom sde Dbang phyug blo gros, 14™/15% cen.), who taught the
13" abbot of Ralung monastery Gyalwangje Kunga Daljor (Rgyal dbang
rje Kun dga’ dal "byor, 1428-1476), the biography was composed during

or after the 15% century.

Thus, the biography is presumed to have been composed during/after
the 13" or 15" centuries.

[6] The biography composed by Pema Karpo

Title: Biography of the protector of sentient beings Tsangpa Gyare: A
series of waves of marvellous faith ('Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras

pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mtshar dad pa’i rlabs phreng)

Author: Pema Karpo (Kun mkhyen Padma dkar po, 1527-1592)
Date of composition: 16™ cen.

Editions:

(i) Darjeeling edition: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam par
thar pa ngo mtshar dad pa’i rlabs phreng. Darjeeling: Kargyud Sungrab
Nyamso Khang, 1973-1974. (TBRC’s Work Number: W10736, vol.
3)

(ii) Kathmandu edition: ‘Gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam
par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng. Kathmandu: Gam po pa
library, 2007/2013. (TBRC’s Work Number: W1KG15852)

[7] Anonymous biography of Tsangpa Gyare
Title: Biography of the dharma master Tsangpa Gyare with his spiritual

mhkha’ gro chos skyong rnams dang mkhas pa chos kyi spyan dang ldan pa rnams
la bzod par gsol lo //)
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poems (Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar mgur "bum

dang bcas pa)

Author: anonymous

Date of composition: not identified
Editions:

(i) Bhutanese edition: Brug lugs gsung rab phyogs bsdebs las chos rje
gisang pa rgya ras kyi bka’ bum glegs bam ka pa bzhugs so and "Brug
lugs gsung rab phyogs bsdebs las chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi bka’ bum
glegs bam kha pa bzhugs so (Thimphu: The Bhutanese Monastic Body,
2011), vol. 1 (Ka), Ka, pp. 1.1-53.6.

(i) Ladakhi edition: 7he Collected Works (Gsun-Bum) of Gtsan-
pa Rgya-ras Ye-Ses-rdo-rje: Reproduced from Rare Manuscripts and
Blockprints Belonging to Various Lamas and Notables of Ladakh
(Darjeeling: Kargyud Sungrab Nyamso Khang, 1972), pp. 243-293.
(TBRC’s Work Number: 26076)

3-3. Descriptions on Tsangpa Gyare in Four Annals and One
Doxography

There are four annals and one doxography referring to Tsangpa Gyare’s life:

1. Lho rong chos "byung (Dam pa’i chos kyi byung ba’i legs bshad lho rong
chos byung). Compiled by Rta tshag Tshe dbang rgyal (birth 15th
cen.) in 1446. Lhasa: Bod ljongs bod yig dpe rnying dpe skrun khang,
1994.

2. Deb ther sngon po (Bod kyi yul du chos dang chos smra ba ji ltar byung
ba’i rim pa). Compiled by ‘Gos lo twa wa gzhon nu dpal (1392-
1481) between 1476-1478. Ed. Chandra (1974).

3. Pad dkar chos “byung (Chos "byung bstan pai Padma rgyas pasi
nyin byed). Compiled by Padma dkar po Nga dbang nor bu
(b.1527-d.1592) in 1581. In Tibetan Chronicle of Padma-dkar-
po (Sata—pitaka Series, Indo-Asian Literatures Volume 75). Edited
by Lokesh Chandra, 1-619. New Delhi: International Academy of
Indian Culture, 1968.

4. Thu'u bkwan grub miha’ (Grub mtha’ thams cad kyi khungs dang dod
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tshul ston pa legs bshad shel gyi me long). Compiled by 7hu'u bkwan
Blo bzang chos kyi nyi ma (1737-1802) in 1802. Gansu: Kun su’i mi
rigs dpe krun khang, 1984.

5. Lho “brug chos ‘byung (Lho phyogs nags mo’i ljongs kyi chos ‘byung).
Compiled by Dge dun Rin chen (1926-1997) in 1972. Thimphu:
KMT Publisher, 2004.

They give less information than the above biographies of Tsangpa Gyare,
but present more neutral points of view from outside the traditions of the

Drukpa Kagyti school.

3-4. Dremowa Sangyebum ('Bras mo ba Sangs rgyas ’bum)

Dremowa Sangyebum is the author of one of Tsanpa Gyare’s biographies.
In its colophon, he is referred to with another name, “Geshey Dremowa
Sangyebum Dremo Jotsun” (dge ba’i bshes gnyen Sangs rgyas bum "Bras mo
jo btsun).®® He may have already been a scholar monk (geshay) from the
Kadampa school before becoming a disciple of Tsangpa Gyare. Dremowa
is explained in the Lho rong chos "byung, Deb ther sngon po, Tsangpa Gyare’s
biography composed by Pema Karpo, Pekar chos ‘byung, and Lho "brug chos
byung.** Dremowa Sangyebum is first referred to at a time after 1201 (age
41). He founded the Dremowa Monastery ('Bras mo ba) in Upper Nyang

(Nyang stod).

3-5. Marton (Mar ston)

Martén was not a direct disciple of Tsangpa Gyare, but a senior monk who
played a key role in the expansion of the Drukpa Kagyii school during
the late years of Tsangpa Gyare. Martdn is explained in the biography of
Tsangpa Gyare composed by Marton himself, and also in that composed

8 Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P452.2-3; T431.6-7).

% Lho rong chos byung (664.20-21); Deb ther sngon po (586.2); ‘Gro ba’i mgon po
gisang pa rgya ras pa’i rnam par thar pa ngo mishar dad pa’i rlabs phreng (D78.3-
4; K73.18-74.3); Chos "byung bstan pa’i padma rgyas paii nyin byed (582.4-5);
Lho “brug chos byung (106.7-10).
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by Dremowa Sangyebum.® In both biographies, Marton is first referred to
when Tsangpa Gyare was between 41 and 44 years old (between 1201 and
1204), thus he seems to have become Tsangpa Gyare’s disciple just before
the foundation of the Druk Monastery in 1205. Marton’s titles were Geshey
(dge bshes) and Acirya (slob dpon), meaning he may have belonged to the

Kadam school.

In around 1204, Mart6n invited Tsangpa Gyare to Upper Nyang (Myang
stod) and gave him many offerings. After the foundation of the Druk
Monastery in 1205, Tsangpa Gyare said “Thanks to Marton’s connection,
great ones entered the tradition [of the Drukpa Kagyii school] from other
[schools and places],”® thus Martén perhaps sent a lot of novice monks to
Tsangpa Gyare’s place. Tsangpa Gyare also asked Martdn to help his nephew
Darma Senge with his practice by means of several pieces of advice, so they
may have had a relationship of Dharma brothers rather than that of master
and disciple.”’

Martdn thus seems to have contributed to the recruitment and education
of novice monks of the Drukpa Kagyii school. A contemplative master
called Nyerkhungpa also seems to have contributed to such a recruitment

and education.®®

% Chos rje gro bai mgon po grsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (435.6,
437.4-438.6); Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar (P433.5; T413.6-7).

Chos rje gro bai mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (437.4):
phyogs nas byon pa’i mi chen srol du tshud pa ‘di | Mar ston gyi rten brel yin
gsungs | ([Tsangpa Gyare] said: “Great persons came from [other] places and
entered [Drukpa Kagyi’s] tradition thanks to Marton.”)

66

7 Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (437 .4-
438.6).

Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba (437.3): d’i
dus su rin po che’i zhal nas / bsgom pa gnyer khung pa 'dis ng2’i ’khor mang po
zhig srol du tshud phan par byung gsungs / (At that time, Rinpoche [Tsangpa
Gyare] said: “The meditator Nyerkhungpa made many disciples enter into
[Drukpa Kagyii's] tradition and made profits.”)

68
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3-6. Lorepa Wangchug Tséndu (Lo ras pa Dbang phyug brtson
’grus, 1187-1250)%

Lorepa was born in 1187 in a place called Trakchen (Grags chen) in Shung
(Gzhung). His father was named Naljor (Rnal ‘byor) and his mother Mesa
Kyide (Me gza’ skyid de). He was called Lorepa (Cotton-cloth yogin from
Lo region, Lo ras pa) because he belonged to the clan of Lonang (Lo nang).
At age 16 (in 1202), he first met Tsangpa Gyare when he visited Shung and
developed devotion towards him. At age 18 (in 1204), he ran away from
his house to the Kyormolung Monastery (Skyor mo lung) of the Kadampa
school near Nyethang. He became a monk under the abbot Belti (564! 7,
1129-1215), and received his Dharma name Wangchug Tsundii (Dbang
phyug brtson grus).

His relatives tried to bring him back to their hometown, but Lorepa
ran away from them, and came to the place of Tsangpa Gyare. After his
full ordination, he studied monastic discipline, Hevajra, Mahamaya, Doha,
Cakrasamvara among other subjects. Lorepa made seven promises: 1) not
to go back to his hometown; 2) not to go down the mountain; 3) to always
sit up for meditation; 4) to avoid entering laypeople’s houses; 5) to wear
only cotton garments; 6) to refrain from conversation; and 7) to continue
the ritual of 100 Tormas (Gror ma rgya rsa) for the hungry ghosts (preza).

After Tsangpa Gyare passed away in 1211 when Lorepa was 25 years old,
he visited several sacred places such as Jomodrosa (Jo mo gro sa), Jomogang
(Jo mo gangs) and Semodo (Se mo do) for meditation retreat and ascetic
practices. He founded small hermitages and monasteries such as Chumik
Karmo (Chu mig dkar mo), Shingkam (Shing skam), Chakchil (Lcags spyil),
and Uri (Dbu ri). During his stay in the Uri Monastery, he had around one
thousand disciples, thus he was also called Uripa (Dbu 7i pa). He founded
the Karpo Chulung Monastery (Dkar po chos lung) at age 55 (1241), and
had around tens of thousands of disciples. He finally moved to Bumthang
(Bum thang) in current central Bhutan, where he founded the Tharpaling
Monastery (7har pa gling) and finally passed away at the age of 64 (in 1250).

% Regarding the life of Lorepa, see Lho rong chos byung (665.4-691.3) and Deb
ther sngon po (587.5-591.2).
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4. Critical Edition of Tsangpa Gyare’s Biography

Composed by Dremowa Sangyebum
[Abbreviations]

E: Editor’s emendation

P: Grsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar. In Rwa lung dkar brgyud gser phreng:
Brief Lives of the Successive Masters in the Transmission Lineage of the
Bar 'Brug-pa Dkar-brgyud-pa of Rwa-lun (four volumes). Palampur:
Sungrab Nyamso Gyunphel Parkhang, 1975-1978, vol. 1, pp. 397-
452. (Reproduced from a set of prints from the 1771-1772 Spuns-than
xylographic blocks) (TBRC’s Work Number: 19222)

T: Chos rje gtsang pa rgya ras kyi rnam thar. In Dkar brgyud gser gyi phren
ba: A Collection of Biographical Materials on the Lives of the Masters of the
Rwa-lun Tradition of the ‘Brug-pa dkar-brgyud-pa Tradition in Tibet and
Bhutan (three volumes), Thimphu: Tango Monastic Community, 1982,
vol. 1, pp. 379-431. (*TBRC’s Work Number: 23861)
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5. Critical Edition of Tsangpa Gyare’s Biography

Composed by Martun

[Abbreviations]

E: Editor’s emendation

D: Chos rje gro ba’i mgon po gtsang pa rgyal sras kyi rnam par thar ba. In
Bka’ brgyud gser phreng chen mo: Biographies of Eminent Gurus in the
Transmission Lineage of Teachings of the 'Ba-ra dkar-brgyud-pa sect.
Dehradun (Published by Ngawang gyaltsen and Ngawang lungtok),
1970, Vol. 1 (Ka), pp. 412-451. (TBRC’s Work Number: W19231)
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6. Critical Edition of Tsangpa Gyare’s Biography

Composed by Lorepa
[Abbreviations]

E: Editor’s emendation

L: Chos rje rin po che gtsang pa rgya ras pai rnam thar mgur bum dang
beas pa. In Dkar brgyud ser phreng: A Golden Rosary of Lives of Eminent
Gurus. Leh (Published by Sonam W. Tashigang), 1970, pp. 270-293.
(TBRC’s Work Number: 30123)

*++++++ means irregible parts; ++ means one letter
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